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Monsanto Professional Development Grant Program
2008 Monsanto Professional Development Grant 
Application Information

Grant Goals
Sigma Alpha National Sorority strives to further the development of excellence in women pursuing careers in agriculture and is pleased to announce that funds are available for professional development of its’ members. The overarching goal of the Monsanto Professional Development Grant is to provide every Sigma Alpha Sorority collegiate chapter the opportunity to enhance the professional skills of its’ collegiate members so they may obtain successful careers in the food, fiber and natural resources fields. To meet this goal, Sigma Alpha Sorority will enhance the professional development skills of collegiate chapters by supporting educational programming in all areas of professional growth and development.
Eligibility

Sigma Alpha National Sorority will accept applications from any collegiate Sigma Alpha Sorority chapter.
Amounts

Sigma Alpha National Sorority will award grant funds to eligible chapters up to $500.00. Funds must be used between January 1, 2008 and November 30, 2008.
Criteria

Applications will be scored on: 1) compatibility with Monsanto Professional Development Goals, 2) innovation and creativity, 3) organizational and written clarity, 4) short and long-term program impact and 5) promise of program sustainability. Special consideration will be given to those applications that include provisions for matching funds, either actual or in-kind. Applications are also encouraged to seek additional funding sources, such as local businesses, community organizations, etc.
Restrictions

Grant funds must be used for professional development of collegiate Sigma Alpha Sorority members through field trips, educational speakers, professional development conferences, etc.  The event held may be open to the College of Agriculture, university, or community.
Grant funds may not be used for social events, scholarships, dues, fundraising activities, rush/recruitment or community service activities unless these activities will further enhance the professional development of a chapter’s collegiate members.  Additionally, these funds may not be used for attending National Convention or Joint Leadership Seminars, as both events have separate travel scholarships available to members.
Application

Section 1: Cover Sheet – All applications must include a completed and signed cover sheet.
a. School/Organization name and full address
b. Contact name, full address, phone number, and e-mail

c. Project title and project dates

d. Funds requested and total funds needed

e. Number of Sigma Alpha members served

f. Project coordinators name and position title

g. Project coordinators full address, phone number, and e-mail
h. Project Coordinators signature and date

i. Chapter President signature and date

j. Chapter Advisor(s) signature and date

Section 2: Description – Provide a 50 to 75-word summary of the project.

Section 3: Project Narrative

a. Briefly describe the project need and how it was determined

b. List the specific project objectives

c. State the activities you will undertake to accomplish your objectives

d. Describe the products or impacts that will result from your project

e. Describe plans to evaluate the effectiveness of your program

f. Explain how you will sustain your program

g. List the people involved in the program and their major roles and responsibilities

h. Construct a time line for the project or program

Section 4: Budget

Include a specific, line-item budget of project expenses. If you have matching resources, include those in the budget. If additional funds are required to implement this program, please list other funding prospects.

Please also note: Applications, including cover sheet and descriptions, should not exceed three, typewritten pages. Sigma Alpha Sorority National Board reserves the right to request further information from grant applicants. Incomplete applications may result in disqualification.

Deadline and Notification

Applications will start being accepted December 1, 2007, with a rolling deadline that will end May 30, 2008 or when all funds are depleted.  The completed application may be submitted electronically to document@sigmaalpha.org . Those submitting proposals will be informed whether or not their proposal has been funded via e-mail correspondence within three weeks of submission. 

Responsibilities of Grant Recipients

Before monies can be received, recipients of the 2008 Monsanto Professional Development Grant will be asked to submit a short report requesting the following information:
a) The purpose and name of project

b) Date of project completion

c) Challenges that were presented during the project

d) Lessons learned

e) Receipts verifying actual cost of event.

For funds to be received, this report will be due to Sigma Alpha National Sorority two weeks after the project was completed and may be submitted electronically to document@sigmaalpha.org .  Chapters will be reimbursed upon the receipt of this event report for the actual cost of the professional development event.
For More Information
For more information about the Monsanto Professional Development Grant, please contact Melissa Stamp at melissas@sigmaalpha.org or Katy Groseta at katyg@sigmaalpha.org. 
